
 

 

 

 
 

WELCOME CHARGERS to the 2021-2022 school year! Whether you are a newcomer or a 

returning student we want this year to be successful for you, your peers, and our staff.  Making 

the year a success requires you to Charge Forward in three ways each day: 

1. Make Safe Choices 

2. Make Respectful Choices 

3. Make Responsible Choices 

Students who follow this plan are allowing themselves the opportunity to experience success at 

school and beyond.  By doing so, the Beaufort Middle School years promise to be a memorable 

and rewarding experience.   

 

Challenge yourself to have a great school year by Charging Forward.  I look forward to watching 

you learn and grow while also celebrating your successes as a middle school student. 

 

Sincerely, 

Jessica Emory, Principal 

 

VISION 

Our school will be a safe place where students learn and grow while immersed in rigorous, 

relevant curriculum. 

 

MISSION 

To Inspire, Educate, and Empower students for Life through Relationships, Knowledge, and 

Opportunity. 

 

GOALS 

 Foster and maintain high levels of physical, social and emotional safety 

 Demonstrate an average annual increase of at least 2% in proficiency and growth 

 Provide learning opportunities, aligned with the North Carolina Standard Course of Study, 

that emphasize the application of career and college ready skills. 

 

SCHOOL INFORMATION 

 Website:   

 Main Office phone number and school directory:  (252) 728-4520      

 Email addresses:    staff member’s first name period (.) last name in lower case with no 

spaces, and @carteretk12.org.  A complete directory of staff members can be found on 

our school website.  Example  John.Doe@carteretk12.org 



 

 

 

 

BMS SCHEDULE 

Beaufort Middle School is organized into three grade level teams with four teachers on each 

team.  Students take four core classes each day: Math, Science, Social Studies, and ELA. 

 6th Grade 

o Math:  Elizabeth Mason 

o Science:  Max Smith 

o Social Studies:  Betsy Vorster 

o English Language Arts:  Geoffery Warren 

 7th Grade 

o Math: Britney Pittman 

o Science: Shannon Chilton 

o Social Studies:  Dorothy Shumate 

o English Language Arts: Laura Salter 

 8th Grade 

o Math: Catie Williamson 

o Science:  Debra “Hope” Howard 

o Social Studies:  Tom Kelly 

o English Language Arts:  Crystal Applegate 

 

Being in middle school means exploring new ideas and new ways of doing things.  Therefore, 

middle school students can take a variety of Encore courses.  Band and Physical Education are 

yearlong courses.   Art and Project Lead the Way are semester courses.  Some students are 

enrolled in an Academic Intervention semester course to assist with academic needs that may 

prevent them from experiencing success at school. 

 Physical Education and Healthful Living:  Hank Marshall and Peter Carraway 

 Art:  Kristen Springle 

 Project Lead the Way:  Todd Williamson 

 Band:  Zach Wills 

 Academic Intervention & Support:  Jodonna Parker 

 

ACADEMICS 

BMS students are expected to challenge themselves to do their absolute best.  The faculty and 

staff of BMS will assist each student in attaining high levels of scholarship. 

 

REPORT CARDS 

Report cards are issued six days after the end of each nine-week marking period.  The 

information on the report card will advise the student and the parent about academic 

achievement during that grading period and academic growth during the year.  Interim reports 

are released 23 days into each grading period.  Please sign up for PowerSchool access to view live 

grades, interim grades, and attendance. 

 

Grading Scale 

 A    -     100 - 90 

 B    -    89 - 80  



 

 

 

 C    -    79 - 70  

 D    -    69 - 60   

 F    -   59 - 0  

 INC -       Incomplete Work 

 

AWARDS OF EXCELLENCE 

Recognition and rewards are given to students for academic excellence.  Following each nine-

week grading period, BMS submits the names of students who have made the Principal’s List and 

Honor Roll to local newspapers for publication.  Certificates are awarded to students in their 

homeroom classes. 

 

 Principal’s List:  No grade lower than a 90 

 Honor Roll:  No grade lower than an 80 

 

PROMOTION STANDARDS 

Beaufort Middle School students will not be eligible for promotion to the next grade level if two 

or more of the core classes received a failing grade for the school year.  The principal has the 

ultimate responsibility for placement decisions.   

  

ATTENDANCE 

Regular and prompt attendance is essential for success at Beaufort Middle School.  This is the 

responsibility of the student and the parent.  To be considered in attendance, the student must 

be present in school for more than half the day or in attendance at an authorized school activity 

(field trips, concerts, plays, exhibits, athletic events).     

 

Valid and excusable absences from school include:  illness, injury, quarantine, death in the family, 

medical and dental visits which can not be scheduled during non-school hours, judicial or 

administrative proceedings required by the court system, religious observances, immediate 

demands of the farm, home or occupation, and alternate education opportunities (Title 16 

NCAC.0404).  A military family returning from and/or leaving for deployment also meets the 

requirement. 

   

Students are required to have a note signed by their parent or guardian stating the reason for 

the absence. This note may be turned in to the homeroom teacher or the main office, within two 

days upon return to school.  Additional documentation, like a doctor’s note may be required. For 

excusable absences, the student will be allowed to make up any missed work. Tests, homework, 

and class work must be made up at times designated by the teacher within five school days of 

the student’s return.  Longer make up times will be granted for prolonged, excused absences.  

  

Unexcused absences and failure to make up work in the allotted time may result in failing marks.  

Ten unexcused absences may lead to legal intervention.   

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

TARDY 

Students are expected to be in their classrooms, ready to learn when the bell rings. Students 

who arrive late to school must be signed in at the office by their parents. Students who are 

tardy may be required to make up the time during silent lunch. 

 

ARRIVAL AND DEPARTURE  

Students cannot arrive at school before 7:20 AM unless attending a club or for prearranged 

time with a teacher. 

 

Upon arrival to school, all students should report to their homeroom unless assigned to ISS.  

Band students may drop of instruments in the band room. The Media Center is available in the 

mornings by assignment or teacher pass. Students outside their designated areas without 

permission will be subject to disciplinary action.   

 

At BMS, uninterrupted instructional time is a priority. Parents should schedule their child’s 

appointments for after school hours to avoid interruptions. Students will not be able to leave 

with anyone other than their guardians or persons listed as the emergency contacts on their 

information sheet. If a student is to be checked out early, the parent should send in a note that 

morning so that the student can report to the Main Office on time.  Check outs are not 

permitted after 2:35 so the Main Office and staff can prepare students for dismissal. 

 

BEHAVIOR AT BEAUFORT MIDDLE 

Most parents and students wonder... “What happens if rules aren’t followed?”  During the first 

weeks of school, our staff will teach rules, procedures, and consequences.  Please help us with 

this effort by going over the policies listed below and in the Carteret County Code of Student 

Conduct, Section 4300 with your child. 

 

GUIDELINES FOR SUCCESS 

1. Walk quietly to the right of the hall. 

2. Arrive to school and class on time. 

3. Be in your assigned area, doing your assigned task, at the assigned time. 

4. Speak with appropriate volume and manner. This includes the cafeteria, hallways and gym. 

5. Arrive to class with all materials (books, paper, pen, pencil, notebook, homework) needed 

for class. 

6. Electronic devices and any other items such as toys, gum, candy that distract students or 

others will be confiscated.  Confiscated items will need to be collected by the parents 

from the office.  A second confiscation will result in an infraction. 

7. While at school, the use of electronic devices is not permitted.  Devices are to be stored 

in book bags or lockers in the off position. 

8. Show respect for other people and their property. 

9. Be respectful of all school property (furniture, walls, classroom material, computers, 

books, etc.). 

10. Listen for and quickly follow directions given by the school staff. 

11. Gum and/or candy is not allowed in school. 

12. Demonstrate school pride by your actions. 

https://www.boardpolicyonline.com/bl/?b=carteret#&&hs=988083
https://www.boardpolicyonline.com/bl/?b=carteret#&&hs=988083


 

 

 

13. Do your best to learn and to help others learn. 

14. Follow the school dress code.

BEHAVIOR THAT LEADS TO AN INFRACTION 

Please refer to the Carteret County Code of Student Conduct Section 4300 found on the 

website:  https://www.boardpolicyonline.com/bl/?b=carteret#&&hs=988083 

        

IN-SCHOOL SUSPENSION 

Based on the philosophy of avoiding out-of-school suspensions, ISS provides an isolated and 

structured learning environment for a student experiencing behavioral concerns at school.  ISS 

is assigned by an administrator.  The school will contact the parent by letter or phone call.   

 

The ISS Coordinator will email teachers of a student assignment to ISS.  Teachers will send 

class work to ISS for the student to complete.  Students are expected to complete all classwork 

and then read for the duration of their time in ISS.  The ISS Coordinator will return all 

assignments to the subject area teachers.  Students will eat breakfast and lunch in the ISS 

room.  The school counselor will work closely with students in ISS to help them develop a plan 

and strategies to prevent further disciplinary actions. 

 

Students report to ISS class immediately upon arrival at school.  Students need to bring all 

books and supplementary materials necessary for work (i.e. paper, pencils, etc.).  Students are to 

sit in their assigned seats immediately to begin their work.  There will be no communication 

among students during ISS.  Students may not leave ISS for field trips or extracurricular 

activities.   

 

OUT-OF-SCHOOL SUSPENSION 

Out of school suspension is assigned in line with the county code of conduct for students.  It is 

our hope that decisions in this area will not have to be made often.  It is our goal is to keep 

students in school; however, students will not be allowed to disrupt the learning process or to 

treat any student or staff member with disrespect. 

 

Severe infractions, such as but not limited to: extortion, sexual harassment, “bullying,” severe 

disruption of class, theft, severe profanity, and fighting will be sent to the Principal for 

immediate disciplinary actions. 

 

Students assigned to OSS will have the option to attend the Structured Day Program.   

 

BUS BEHAVIOR 

Riding the bus is a privilege.  Our bus drivers have a tremendous responsibility to ensure all their 

bus riders arrive safely.  We ask that you impress upon your child the importance of obeying all 

bus rules and behaving responsibly and respectfully.  These rules apply to activity bus travel also. 

  

BUS RULES: 

1. Obey the driver at all times. 

2. Board and depart the bus safely and promptly at your assigned stop.  

https://www.boardpolicyonline.com/bl/?b=carteret#&&hs=988083


 

 

 

3. Remain seated on your bottom in your assigned seat when the bus is in motion. (Seat 

assignment is the responsibility of the driver.)  Students must remain in their assigned 

seat. 

4. Refrain from hanging any body part out of the window. 

5. Do not throw objects in or from the bus. 

6. Refrain from spitting or littering on the bus. 

7. Refrain from tampering with or damaging bus equipment. 

8. Do not make any unnecessary or loud noise. Speak in a low tone of voice.    

9. Do not speak or act in a rude, discourteous, or annoying manner or use vulgar or offensive 

language. 

10. Refrain from eating or drinking on the bus. 

11. Do not possess distracting or prohibited items on the bus. 

12. Do not fight, push, shove, or trip anyone on the bus. 

13. Keep the bus aisle clear at all times. 

14. Comply with all Carteret County School Policies. 

15. Seat belts must be worn at all times if part of the bus. 

 

Students who fail to observe bus rules will be subject to immediate disciplinary action since 

their failure to do so may affect the safety of others.  Drivers may assign consequences to 

students for more minor infractions. Any serious or repeated rule violations will be reported to 

an administrator. The administrator will determine if the offense warrants parental notification.  

 

Offenses warranting parental notification may result in a school consequence, 

suspension/removal from the bus for a period of time, and/or suspension/removal from the bus 

for the school year. 

 

Parents can follow bus routes in a live time format by signing up for the Here Comes the Bus app.  

Information is available in the main office of the school and on the Carteret County Schools 

website. 

 

CAFETERIA INFORMATION 

The school cafeteria is maintained as a vital part of the school health program. To encourage 

good nutrition, balanced lunches and breakfasts are offered daily. The Carteret County Schools 

elementary and middle schools are participating in a grant program which is providing free 

breakfast and lunch for any interested student. A form is required. Snack items purchased a la 

carte have a separate charge. 

 

GUIDELINES FOR BREAKFAST AND LUNCH 

1. Follow directions the first time they are given. 

2. Speak in a soft voice. Do not yell to anyone. 

3. Do not throw food or play with food. 

4. Move in an appropriate manner. 

5. Clean up your space after eating. 

6. Get permission to leave the cafeteria at any time. 



 

 

 

7. Students are not permitted to bring any open containers to school carrying liquid items 

unless the container is a clear water bottle. 

 

DRESS CODE 

To help keep our students focused on learning without distractions, we expect each one to dress 

appropriately. Our Carteret County Schools Code of Conduct prohibits disruptive, provocative, 

revealing, profane, vulgar, offensive, obscene or unsafe clothing or bodily appearances. Here are 

some examples: 

 

 exposed undergarments 

 see-through or excessively short, tight, or revealing clothes (including no open backs) 

 bare midriff or strapless shirts (straps must follow the two-finger rule) 

 shorts and/or skirts that student are not able to sit or bend in without exposure 

 jeans with holes/rips/tears that are inappropriately high on legs  

 pajamas or bedroom slippers 

 clothing with lewd, indecent or vulgar messages or illustrations 

 clothing that advertises products or services illegal to minors 

 head coverings and sunglasses  worn inside the building 

 chains, spikes, or other accessories that could be perceived as or used as a weapon 

 clothing that violates the school system's policies against gang and gang-related activities 

 

Principals may use their discretion in implementing the dress code, including making reasonable 

accommodations based on your student's religious beliefs or medical conditions. 

 

Other items may be added to this list by the principal.  Any style of clothing outside the dress 

code that will cause unnecessary distraction or disruption from class instruction will be deemed 

unacceptable.   

 

The parent of a student dressed inappropriately will be telephoned to bring the student a 

suitable change of clothing or the student will be asked to put on their PE uniform.  Improperly 

dressed students will not be allowed to attend class until they have changed into appropriate 

dress.  If the student cannot obtain proper clothing, they will be sent to the In-School 

Suspension Room.  Students are required to wear the PE uniform during PE class. 

 

EMERGENCY SITUATIONS 

Children should silently evacuate the school according to their assigned route or go to the 

appropriate sheltered place.  Immediate compliance with directions of BMS staff is imperative.  

 

INCLEMENT WEATHER 

Bad weather conditions or other emergencies at times make it necessary to: 

1. Cancel school for the day. 

2. Delay the opening of school. 

3. Dismiss school during the day before the normal hour. 



 

 

 

 

The decision to carry out 1 and 2 above will, usually, be made by 5:30AM.  The information will be 

relayed to the following radio and television stations as soon as possible after the decision is 

reached. 

 

Radio Stations: 

WNBR (94.1FM) 

WRHT (95.9FM) 

Morehead 

WTKF (107.3FM) 

Public Radio East, 91.5 

FM, & 89.3 FM 

Television Stations: 

WCTI (12) New Bern 

WNCT (9) Greenville 

WITN (7) 

Washington 

Time Warner Cable 

TV, Channel 10 

(depending on time) 

Headline News, 

Channel 49 (depending 

on time)  

   

In the case of #3 above, dismissal of school before the end of the normal day, information will 

be relayed to the radio stations above.  Parents and students are urged to listen to the radio for 

information about school closing when severe weather threatens.  DO NOT CALL RADIO, TV 

STATIONS, OR SCHOOL OFFICIALS.  Tying up phone lines may delay information getting out 

promptly; principals need lines open to call bus drivers. An Alert Now/School Messenger Phone 

Call will be made if possible.  Please make sure phone numbers listed at school are current.   

 

INJURIES 

Minor injuries will be treated at school by the school staff.  Parents or emergency contacts will 

be notified of more serious injuries. Parents should notify the school promptly if there is any 

change in contact or medical information.  

 

LOCKERS 

We are no longer assigning lockers to students.  Students instead, are permitted to carry their 

backpacks throughout the day.  Athletes will be given lockers for storage of athletic equipment. 

 

MEDICATIONS 

School personnel under the following guidelines can administer prescription medicine: 

 

1. A signed order by a physician with specific directions for administration and a school 

form with a parent signature must be submitted to the principal or designee for each 

prescription.  School forms are available at the school.  Each school year, new forms and 

orders must be submitted.  

2. A medication bottle with a pharmacist’s label designating the patient’s name, instructions, 

name of drug, and name of physician must be submitted to the principal or designee BY 

THE PARENT.  STUDENTS ARE NOT ALLOWED TO TRANSPORT PRESCRIPTION 

MEDICATIONS TO AND FROM SCHOOL. 



 

 

 

3. A record must be kept of all students receiving medication.  This record must be 

accessible in the office. 

  

SPORTS AND AFTER SCHOOL ACTIVITIES 

Students are encouraged to participate in co-curricular and extracurricular activities.  These 

activities play a major role in the development of a well-rounded middle school student.  Every 

student is encouraged to become involved in one or more of these activities.  There is a high 

correlation between positive involvement and success in school.  Students must have a current 

physical and insurance information in order to participate in sports. 

 

Best behavior is expected from all BMS students attending either home or away events whether 

participating in the event or being a spectator. Students exhibiting poor behavior will be asked 

to leave the event and will be ineligible to attend future events.  Any student who is out of 

school suspended may not attend or participate in any afterschool activity on any Carteret 

County school campus.   

 

Co-Curricular Activities 

Battle of the Books       Aviation Club 

Band            Quiz Bowl                             

Beta Club       Kindness Club 

Art Club                         Jazz Band 

Math Club       Yearbook Club 

 

6th, 7th and 8th grade Interscholastic Sports 

Cheerleading Track  Wrestling 

Baseball Softball Soccer 

Basketball Volleyball Football 

Golf 

 

DANCE PARTICIPATION REQUIREMENTS 

Dances are routinely scheduled throughout the school year.  It is a privilege to be able to 

attend. Students assigned to ISS or OSS in the period between dances are not eligible to 

attend. Only BMS students are allowed to attend dances. The school dress code and school 

behavioral expectations apply to all dance participants. 

 

SPORTS PARTICIPATION REQUIREMENTS 

 

1. Students promoted to the next grade level will be eligible to participate in the fall sports 

season. 

2. At the end of each nine weeks grading period, a student must pass all subjects to remain 

eligible to stay on the team or to tryout for the next sports season.   

3. A student who has not passed all subjects is not eligible to try out for any sport that 

season.  You must be eligible at the beginning of the sports season to try out.  You cannot 

become eligible during a season. 



 

 

 

4. Weekly grade checks will occur by Friday of each week.  Students who are failing may be 

benched until all grades are raised to passing. 

 

SPORTS PARTICIPATION REQUIREMENTS 

 

1. Any assignment of out-of-school suspension or the third assignment to in-school 

suspension ends a student’s eligibility for the sport.  In addition, the student may not join 

another sport already in progress.  Students assigned to ISS may not leave early to 

attend an event. 

2. Students must exhibit good sportsmanship to maintain eligibility. 

3. If a student quits one team they cannot participate on another team that season. 

4. Attendance at school for at least one-half of the day on the day of the game is required 

unless the student receives prior approval for the absence by the school’s administration.  

A half day of school begins or ends at 11:30. 

 

TELEPHONE USE 

The telephone in the school office is reserved for school business. The office phone can only be 

used to contact the parents of students who are sick or who have emergencies. To protect 

instructional time NO messages will be delivered to students during the school day. Emergency 

matters will be handled through administrators. Cell phones are not allowed to be used or 

displayed during the school day. Students cannot call parents from their classroom phones. 

 

VISITORS 

Any person visiting our school must check in through the Main Office. All visitors are required to 

wear an identification badge while on campus. Visitors are not permitted to visit classrooms or 

walk the building without prearranged conference times. Upon leaving, visitors must sign out 

through the Main Office.  

 

ADDITIONAL POLICIES 

In addition to the guidelines included in this agenda, Beaufort Middle School is governed by the 

laws of the State of North Carolina and the policies of the Carteret County Board of Education.  

Copies of the Carteret County Board of Education Policy Manual are available in the school or on 

the county website at www.carteretcountyschools.org.   

  

KEYS TO SUCCESS 

Educational success is a cooperative effort between students, families, and school staff.  Each 

party must make a strong commitment to follow the steps outlined in the BMS Rules and 

Expectations.  Families are greatly encouraged to participate in your child’s middle school years 

by attending all of our special events.  Beaufort Middle School has a strong base of family and 

community support. We are always eager to expand that base.  Your children will appreciate your 

support in their education and school activities, and you will find good people with whom to share 

fun times.  

 

Parents are asked to join different types of electronic communication systems such as Remind 

for texting information) and PowerSchool to access student’s grades.  Parents are encouraged to 



 

 

 

check these platforms daily.  Working together can make a difference. In addition, the school 

has an active Facebook account:  Beaufort Middle School Home of the Beaufort Chargers and 

Twitter:  @BMSNCPrincipal. 

   

IMPORTANT  

Please look at and sign your child’s one page Agenda every night.  Help your student organize a 

regular time every night for study or quiet reading and writing activities.  Help them establish 

the habits necessary to become successful students and scholars. 

 

You are always welcome at BMS.  Please call ahead to set up an appointment with the principal. 

Teachers are eager to work with parents so please make appointments to meet with them when they 

are not teaching a class.   If all of us; students, families, teachers, coaches, support staff and 

administrators, maintain high educational and behavioral expectations and if we work together to 

attain those high expectations, this will be a successful and enjoyable year for everyone. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             

             

                                                             

    


